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OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 
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With the Reaſons which have induced the | | 
College to make Medicines for them at 
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A 
Short Account 


OFTHE 


PROCEEDINGS 


; OF THE 


College of Phyſicians, London, 


In relation to the 


Sick Poor, &c. 


| & INCE it hath been the fate of many good Undertakings 


though in themſelves highly beneficial to the Publick, to 
miſcarry and come to nothing, not ſo much by the oper 
—_ oppoſition of intereſſed and deſigning Perſons, as by their 
private mfinuations and miſrepreſentations, whereby they prepoſleſs 
| the People to their own great hurt and damage : That the like mif- 
fortune may not befal the charitable Deſign now ſet on foot by the 

College of Phyſicians, LO N D —_ for the Relief of the Poor Sick .. 

in 


#% 


in and about this great City and Suburbs, We have thought it ne- 
cefſary to give a ſhort hiſtorical account of the Riſe and Progreſs of 
this matter, whereby we hope it will appear, That this Undertaking, 
as it was ſeveral years fince begun ( before there were any differences 
or miſunderſtandings either amongſt our ſelves, or with the Apothe- 
caries ) upon no other ground but,the commiſeration of the deplo- 
rable condition of rhe Poor Sick, ( eſpecially poor Houſe-keepers 
not uſually taken care of by the — ſo alſo,that the ſame hath 
been ever ſince <arried on with the ſame honeſt 4ntention : And 
we doubt not but a work fo adrantagions to the Sick Poor, and ſo 
honourable to this City, will in the ſame manner be ſhortly finith'd 
and brought to its. utmoſt perfe&tion; 

To omir therefore what has in former times been attempted of 
this nature by our Predecefſors { of whoſe early Charity we- have 
ſeveral Inſtances recorded in ovr Annals) the firſt ſtep we find 
tending diretly to this purpoſe is a Vote of the College in their 
publick Mecting, July 28. x687. to this effect : © It was this day 
« appointed and ordained by the-Unanimous Vote of the College, 
© That all the Members thereof, whether Fellows, Candidates, or 
&« Licentiates ef the ſaid Collage, ſhall give their advI& -gratis 
« $6 all their ſick ncighbouring Poor, when deſired, avithin the 
City of London, or ſeven miles round. wy 

This Order being carried by ſeveral of the Members of the Col- 
lege to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, They ( Aug. 23. 

1687. ) did by Dr. Betts, one of our Eletts, return the College 
Thanks for this their charitable Order 4 with this further requeſt to 
the College, That they would explain themſelves, as towham they 
meant .by Poor ? .. which they dtd, by declaring, That aM thoſe 
ſhould be eſteemed Poor,. that brought Certificates under the hand 
of the Rector, Vicar or Curate of the Pariſh wherein they dwelt, 
of their being ſuch. A es —_ 

An account of this was by the reſpeftive Aldermen ſent to ' each 
Ward. Burt partly by the induftry of ſome Perſons, with whoſe 
ny Gain it was not ſo confiſtent, and eſpecially by reaſon of the 

igh Prices of Medicines above the purchace of Poor Houſe- 
keepers, it was for that time ſtifled. Which the College perceiving, 
and deſirous that fo good an Intention to ſo many poor People might 
not be fruſtrated, feyeral methods for the removing, this obſtrucuon 
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were propoſed at their genera] Meetings, as, The expending all this 
Vines of the College in providing Phyfick” for the Poor, ind the 
like: And at haſt they came: to this Reſolation, ( which was paſt 
mto'an Order, Ang. 13.1688; ) viz. \- i Band 

: \Fhe Ge having confidered that rhe Charitable Vote which for- 


morly p for preſcribing to the Poor gratis, ' hath nat had "the 
&fet# mended, by reaſon of the great 7rices they, are "obliged to pay 
' fon their” Medicines, have this day unanimouſly voted, That the Labo- 
ratory of the College be forthwith fitted np for preparing Medi- 
cines for the Poor, and. alſo' the room adjoyning for a Repoſitory. And 
the College further: gave a. power 'to thoſe Members who would 
ſubſcribe-to this Chatitable Work, to chooſe a Committee from 
among themſclves' who ſhould order what "Compoſitions and Sirgples 
ſhould be kept at the College for the benefit of the Poor, and ma- 
nage the whole affair as they thought fit. | 
. . It was expetted that upon this Order the Apothecaries ( rather 
than the College ſhould make Medicines themſelves) would have 
ſo far concurred/ in this Charitable Work, as to have born their 
part therein: And that as we had freely offered our pains to pre- 
ſcribe for the Poor for nothing, ſo they would have 'given them 
their pains alfo, in furniſhing them with neceffary” Medicines at the 
Intrinfick Value, or at leaſt for ſome ſmalt Profit. . But inftead' of 
that, ſeveral amongſt them ſet themſelves” by all the art and in- 
duſtry they” were capable ' of, to fruſtrate the whole deſign ; and 
finding no- method ſor promiſing as to ſtir up a party among our 
ſelves to oppoſe our proceedings, they fell to intrigueing with ſeveral 
of our own Members, who were too eaſily lured off to ferve the 
Apothecaries-intereſt, for their own private advantage. And from 
this cauſe, as we' have too much reaſon to” believe, have. chiefly 
ſprung the unhappy Differences that are ſtill fomented among us. * 
- But notwithſtanding all the diſcouragements we' mer with, from 
thoſe of our own Members, ' who contrary to all: the Obligations 
of Honour and Conſcience, conſtantly diſcoveredto our Advetſaries 
whatſoever paſſed in! the- College” refating 'to this deli n, and. Exe 
poſed to them the Names of ſuch 4s were, Promoters thereaf, that 
they might be pee out, as far as in_ them lay, from all Patier 
where they ſhould be propoſed, and themſelves brought in ;, Theſe 
and ſeveral other difficuities _ (though after a conſiderable 
4. 2” mY C"" —_ 
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time intervening ) at laſt broke through, and the College proceeded 
to enforce their former Order by another of the 18:h. Aarch 1694. 
to this effect : whereas in the year 1687. there was an Order made 
by the unanimous conſent of the College, obliging every Member there- 
of to give his Advice gratis in their reſpective Pariſhes in the Cities 
of London and Weltminſter, 2nd Suburbs thereof, to all Poor Sick, 
as ſhould be recommended to them for ſuch by the Reftor, Vicar or 
Curate of the ſaid Pariſhes by Certificate under their Hands , which 
ſaid Order was preſented to the City: Now we judge it neceſſary that 
the ſaid Order be again preſented to the Lord Mayor, Court of Alder- 
men and Common Council, aud do hereby again require ftrift Obedi- 
ence from all ow Members to the aforeſaid Order. And a Committee 
- was then choſen by the College to take care of the managing this 

matter to the beſt advantage of the deſigned Charity j conliſting of 
the Elects, Cenſors and 8. Fellows, whereof 5. to bea Committee. ) 
This Order was — to the Lord Mayor, Court 
of Aldermen and Common ncil, June 18. 1695. n which 
the Common Council did nominate, appoint and chooſe Sir Fobx 
Moor, Sir William Hedges and Sir Joſ. Smart, Aldermen ; Mr. Dor- 
vile, Mr. Ballow, Mr. Eggleſtone, Sir Edmund Wiſeman, Mr. Richer, 
and Mr. Palfreman, Commoners, ( whereof any one of the ſaid Al- 
dermen, and two of the ſaid Commoners, to be a Committee) to 
return the Thanks of that Court to the College of Phyſicians for 
ſuch their Order, and with them to conſult how to improve the ad- 
vantage propoſed by the ſaid College for the relief of the ſaid 
poor Inhabitants. | 

Fuly 24th. The Committee of the City and College met, where 
the Thanks of the Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen and Common 
Council, was returned to the College of Phyſicians for their Chari- 
table Order. | 

The Committee of the College delivered in a Liſt of the Names 
ofall their Members, with the _ where they lived, which was 
defired by the City to be printed, BO | 

Then the Committee of the City made ſeveral Propoſals or 
Queries ; as Firſt, Who ſhould be recommended as fitting objetts of 
this Charity ? Secondly, Who ſhould be the Perſons, that ſhould 
make up the Phyſicians Preſcriptions, in the ſeveral Wards and Pa- 
Tiſhes of the City ? Thirdly, - Who ſhould price the Medicines pre- 
ſcribed by the Phyſicians Bills? After 
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 Aﬀeer which they with the College-Contmittee, paſſing over the 
firſt Propoſal ( which was ſufficiently anſwered by the College's Or- 
der) proceeded to debate the ſecond and third, and came to this 
Reſolution, That ſome ——_ ſhould: be found out who ſhould 
ſupply the Poor with Medicines at ſuch Rates as ſhould be adjudg- 
ed reaſonable by the Phyſicians, in or near the ſeveral Pariſhes ; 
which the Committee of the City earneſtly recommended to the Phy- 
ſicians to take care of, and promiſed that they would doe the ſame 
on their part. | 

Upon this the Committee of the College applyed themſelves 
with great diligence toanſwer the ſaid defire of the City-Committee, 
and after ſome time found out ſeveral honeſt and charitable Apothe- 
caries, who very cheerfully and readily embraced the offer, and at;'the 
ſolicitation of the Phyſicians, entred into this following, Subſcripti- 
on : ' We whoſe names are here underwritten are willing to furniſh - the 
Poor, within our reſpetive Pariſhes, with Medicines at ſuch Rates as 
the Committee of Phyſicians ſhall judge reaſonable. Witneſs our” bands. 
W hich ſubſcription we have now by us, but for the Subſcribers ſakes,” 
do not divulge their Names. 

When the Committee of the College had got a fufficient number 
of Apothecaries, to furniſh all the Wards of Zondon, they acquainted 
the Committee of the City therewith, requeſting them at the fame 
time, that they would for their Encouragement, endeavour to have 
an Act paſſed in the Common Council, to - excuſe theſe Charitable 
Apothecaries from any troubleſome Office. | 

Then the Committee of the City did deſtre the College-Commir- 
tee to get a further Addition to their former Order, whereby the 
Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor, or any of them, might 
as well as the Miniſters, recommend by -Certificate, fit Objects of 
Charity, as alſo that all hired Servants, and Apprentices to Handi- 
crafts men, fhould be reckoncd as Objects of Charity ; which the 
Committee of the College promifed to endeavour. + 

Now the College thought they had ſurmounted all Diftculties, 
and had attained their end: But the Apothecaries Company having 
got knowledge of our Meeting with a Commirtee of the City, did 
'not only draw up and preſent a Paper to the Committee of the 
City tending wholly to iruſtrate the charitable ends of our deiign, 
which was ſufficiently anſwered Article by Article, by the Com- 
mittee 
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mittee of the College, Copies of both which are hereafter inſerted 
but alfo hearing that the Committee of Phyſicians had gotten Apo- 
thecaries enoughto ſupply this Charity,they were extreamly alarmed, 
and prefently called a Hall, wherem partly by threatning to im- 
poſe upon them the moſt troubleſome and expenſive Offices of their 
Company ,ind:-partly by:charging them upon this compliance with the 
Phyſicians, with-breach of their Oaths to their Company, . they 
aftrightett moſt+:of theſe Apothecaries from this undertaking, as 
if their Oath obliged them, Not to do any thing charitably. 

. September the 4th. 1695. The College made ſuch addition to their 
Order as the City-Committee had defired.' 'At which Meeting the 
College did likewiſe approve and confirm all that had been done by 
their! Committee; giving them thanks for the care and trouble 
they had already taken;amd deſiring them to proceed and perfett this 
charitable Work-: 'owning and declaring all that the: Con 
mittee-.had done to be the Att of the College, and not: the A of 
Six or Seven men, as ſome had induſtriouſly. thongh falſely given 
out, and that the College would accordingly ſtand by their Com- 
mittee in what they had done. 

Ar the next Meeting of the Committees, the addition by the Col- 
lege to. their former Order: defired by the City-Committee, . was 
-delivered to them, who were much pleafed therewith. Then they 
proceeded to conſider who ſhould price the Medicines. And 
the College-Committee was content ( becauſe they would avoid 
every thing that might obſtruct this deſigned Charity ) that the 
Mafter and Wardens of the Apothecaries Company thould do it 
every Year, and afterwards bring it to the Preſident and Cenfors 
of the College for their Approbation : but even this was alſo oppo- 
ſed by the Apothecaries Company. 

Thus it appearing that the Apothecaries were reſo]ved toobſtrult 
this Charity in every particular, the City-Committee ask'd the 
Phyſicians then preſent, Whether their College would. provide: Me- 
dicines for the Poor at reaſonable Rates, if the Apothecaries ſhould 
continue to refuſe ſo to do? To which they anſwered, That they 
believed, rather than ſo Charitable a deſign ſhould fail, the College 
would undertake it z and promis'd that they would propoſe it at 
their next publick College-mecting. 


Hereupon 


Tm” << tao 


SG 


C91] 


Hereupon the City-Committee being. fully ſatisfied with the 
Phyficians Anſwers to their. Propofals, and with their ſincerity in 
tranſatting this whole affair with them, as alſo that the-methods- 
offered by them were the moſt proper for obtaining the end propo- 
ſed, drew up a Report accordingly, of the whole matter, which 
the Chairman Sir william Hedges offered to read at the next Com- 
mon Council: but ſome affair that required a quicker diſpatch in- 
tervening, it was put off for that time; and this happening at 
the latter end of the year, the Common Council was not long 
after of courſe diflolved, and another choſen, in which ſeveral of 
the then Committee were left:out 3 which probably was the cauſe 
that this Report was never after. called for. | 

The matter reſting thus, and the College being in expeCtation 
to hear from the City, they did nothing further in it till Decemb. 
22. 1696. when a Propoſition was made in the publick College for 
a Subſcription by the Fellows, Candidates and Licentiates, for 
carrying on this Charity, which being therein approved, (about 
nine or ten only diſſenting ) a Subſcription to the effeft following 
was immediately made. 'Q 


V Hereas the ſeveral Orders of the College of Phyſicians London, 
for fo Melicins gratis to the Poor Sick of the Cities of 

London and Weſtminſter, and parts adjacent, as alſo the Propoſals 
made by the ſaid Cullege to the Lord Mayor, Court of. Aldermen and 
Common Council of London, i purſuance thereof, have bitherto been 
mneffetual, for that no method hath been taken to furniſh the Poor with 
Aedicins for their Cure at low. and reaſonable rates: we therefore 
whoſe names are here underwritten, Fellows or Members of the ſaid 
College, being willing effeftually to promote ſo great a Charity, by the 
Counſel and good liking of the Preſfulent and College declared in their 
Comitia, hereby ( to wit, each of us ſeverally aud apart, and not the 
one for the other of us ) do ablige our ſelves to pay to Dr. Thomas Bur- 
wel, Fellow and Eleft of the ſaid College, the ſum of Ten Pounds a- 
piece of Lawful Money of England, by ſuch proportions, and at ſuch 
times as to the major part of the Subſcribers hereto ſhall. ſeem moſt 
conventent : Which Money when received -by the ſais Dr. Thomas 
'T Burwel,. 
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Burwel, zs to be by him expended in preparing and delivering Medi- 
cins. to the Poor at their intrinſick Value, in ſuch manner, and at ſuc 
Times, and by ſuch Orders and Direftions, as by the major part 
of the Subſcribers hereto, ſhall in Writing be hereafter appointed and 


direed for that purpoſe. 


In Witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſet 


our Hands and Seals this Twenty Second Day of December, 1696. 


Tho. Millington, Preſes. 

'Tho. Rurwell, Ele&# and 
Cenſecr. 

Sam Collins, Eleft. 

Edw. Browne, Ele. 

Rich. Torleſs, Ele and 
Cenſor. 

Edw. Hulſe, Elef. 

Tho. Gill, Cenſor. 

Will. Dawes, Cenſor. 

Jo. Hutton. 

Rob. Brady. 

Hans Sloane. 

Rich. Morton. 

John Hawys. 

Ch. Harel. 

Rich. Robinſon. 

Joh. Bateman. 

Walter Mills. 

Dan. Coxe. 

Henry Sampſon. 

Thomas Gibſon. 


Charles Goodall. 

Edm. King, | 
Sam. Garth. 

Barnh. Soame. ; 
Denton Nicholas. | 
Joſeph Gaylard. 
John Woollaſton. 
Steph. Hunt. 

Oliver Horſeman. 
Rich. Morton, Fun. 
David Hamilton. 
Hen. Morelli. 
Walter Harris. 
William Briggs. 
Th. Colladon. 
Martin Liſter. 

Jo. Colbatch. 
Bernard Connor. 
W. Cockburn. 

]. le Feure. 

P. Sylveſtre. 

Cha. Morton. 
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HIS Inſtrument being thus ſubſcribed by the Preſident, the 

Cenfſors, all the EleCts, but two, moſt of the Senior Fellows, 
and ſeveral of the Candidates and Licentiatesz a College was 
called, That a Grant might be forthwith made by - way of \Lez 
to the Subſcribers, of the Laboratory, and other Rooms and conve- 
niencies neceſſary for executing the. intended - charitable deſign. 
W hich, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of ſome few, was by a very 
great majority granted, and afterwards ſealed in open College. 
And now the Laboratory, Repolitory, &c. are preparing with all 
imaginable expedition, that ſo the benefit of the preſent ſeaſon for 
making all ſorts of neceffary Medicines for the uſe of the Sick Poor 
may not be loſt, but that we may be in a condition ſhortly to re- 
ceive, make up, and diſtribute, all ſuch Bills and Preſcriptions as. 
ſhall be direQed to the Repoſitory by ſuch Phyſicians as have been 
ſo charitable as to ſubſcribe to this Undertaking for the benefit of 
their Poor Sick Neighbours. 


Here follow the ANSW-ERS offered by the Apothecaries 
to tne Propoſals of the City-Committee, with the Phylicians ' 
Reply thereunto. 


ANSWERS humbly offcred by the Society of Apothecaries, 
to the Propoſals made by the Worſhipful the Committee ap- 
pointed by Common Council to treat nith the Phyſicians m 
relation to the Poor. 


HAT in purſuance of your Worſhips Direftions, We the 
Maſter, Wardens and Afliſtants of the ſaid Society have 
maturely conſidered the Propoſals to us made. And in the. firit 
place crave leave toreturn our Thanks and duc acknowledgment to 
this Committee, for communicating the ſaid matters and Propoſals. 
of the Phyſicians to us, and do moſt willingly take this opportu- 
nity to declare, That as we eſteem it qQur principal Glory to be. 
Members of this great and honourable City, ſo. we ſhall be ever 
ready to contribute to the utmoſt of our Power to the Honour and. 
Welfare thereof, or any the Members depending thereon. And 
to that end, | 
C ' "o 
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To the-Firſt Propoſal, 
Who may be fitteſt perſons to recommend the Objects of Charity ? 


W/E take it, That the Miniſter, Churchwardens, and Over- 
ſeers of the Poor in each Pariſh are the moſt fit, as beſt 
knowing the Poor and their neceſliry. 


; To the Second, 
Who ſhall adminiſter the Phyſsck,8c ? 


LWVg E do with ſubmiſſion think it moſt convenient, That it be 

left to every Pariſh from time to time to make uſe of what 
Apothecary they pleaſe, being a Freeman, within their own Pariſh, 
either one or more, according to the ſmalneſs or largeneſs thereof. 
And in cafe any Pariſh be without an _ then to take any 
neighbouring Freeman as they ſhall think fit 


To the Third, 
Who. ſhall price the Medicines delivered for the uſe of the Poor ? 


vw E are humbly of opinion, That every man in his own > 
| is beſt able to make his own Bill, and hope it will be ſuffi- 
cient fatisfattion in this point, that we undertake, That all our 
Members ſhall uſe the greateſt moderation poſſible 3 and. in caſe any 
diſpute ariſe, That then as to all Medicines delivered to the uſe of 
fuch Poor for whom the Churchwardens of each Pariſh ſhall be ob- 
liged to-pay, the price ſhall be regulated to the intrinſick value of 
every Medicine by the Maſter and Wardens. for the time being. 
And for the better promoting ſo good a work, the Maſter, War- 
dens and Aſſiſtants of this Company do. further offer, not only from: 
time to:time, to ſell ſuch Poor their Medicines when preſcribed by 
a Phyſician at their intrinſick value, but ( if it may be acceptable 
and approved of by an Order of this Honourable Court ) They wid. 
being thereto. ſummoned by the Churchwardens or Overſeers of 
any Pariſh in the abſence of a Phyſician, and until one can be called 
in, give them all the aſſiſt ance they are capable of, by adminiſtring 
fach Remedies as may be neceſſary, and that without reward. or pay- 
mens either for Pains or Medicines. The 
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The Opinion of the Committee of the College of Phyſicians con- 
cerning the Anſwer of the Apo: hecaries to the Propoſals made 
to them by the Worſhipful the Committee appointed by com- 
mon Council to treat with the Phyſicians in relation to the 
Poor. 


r- O the Firſ# Propoſal we agree, viz. That the Miniſters, Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of each Pariſh do recom- 
mend to the Phyſicians ſuch as they ſhall judge Obje&s of Charity. 

To the Second, We think it moſt proper that the Common Coun- 
cil ſhould chuſe and appoint one or more Apothecaries, being Free- 
men, in each Pariſh or Ward, or any Neighbouring Apothecaries, if 
the Pariſh or Ward be without one 3 and that the Shops of ſuch 
Apothecaries be diſtinguiſh'd by ſome Inſcription, or other Mark, 
whereby they may be publickly known to the Phyſicians and Poor. 
Provided that no Apothecary be fo appointed, nor continued in that 
imploy, who has done, or ſhall do any thing to prejudice or 
affront the City, or College of Phyſicians. 

To the Third, We humbly conceive the Anſwer of the Apothe- 
caries to be unſatisfactory, both in relation to the Almes-poor, and 
the Poor Inhabitants. Becauſe Firſ#, For the Alms-poor it ſets no 
certain price upon their Medicines, but only allows, That if the 
Pariſh be difſatisfied with the Rates of any Medicines, then upon 
application made to the Maſter and Wardens for the time being, 
thoſe Medicines for that time ſhall by them be rated at the intrin- 
ſick value, and fo toties quoties. Now we judge this Branch of their 
Propofal inconvenient to the Pariſhes for theſe Reaſons. 


TI. Becauſe the Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor be- 
ing ſuppoſed to have no skill in the prices of Druggs and Medi- 
cines, cannot tell when they are well, or ill uſed therein, and con- 
ſequently know not when to complain. 

2. Becauſe, If they did know, that yet ſuch frequent Applica- 
tions ( as it is poſſible there may be occaſion for ) will be burthen- 
ſome to them z beſides that they may be unwilling to difoblige their 
Neighbour Apothecaries by A. of them. Ws 

2 3. Be- 
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5, Becauſe the Pariſhes cannot judge of the charge they are likely 
ts beat upon the account of any Alms-Poor 3 Bur if either a certain 
Intrinſick Rate, or a moderate Profit be put upon Medicines, then 
21] theſe inconweniences will be prevented. 


- But then Secondly, as for the Poor Inhabitants 5, it ſeems to us 
yer more neceſſary, that a certain moderate Price be from time to 
time ( as Druggs ſhall conſiderably riſe or fall ) put upon the Medi- 
Cines, for theſe Reaſons. 


I. Becauſe then ſuch Poor Patients may certainly know from the 
Phyſician the Price of any Medicines preſcribed for them, and ſo 
may be incouraged to take them, . Whereas, if when they have a 
Bill from the Phyſician, they be ſtill left to the diſcretion of the 
Apothecary, the Price -may prove too high for. their Purſes, and 
they by this means be defeated of their Health, and the Charity | 
intended. Fes” ore 7544 | 

2. Becauſe Poor Patients ignorant of the Price of the Medicines 
ordered for them, cannot tell when they are charitably uſed, or 
otherwiſe z and conſequently cannot complain of ſuch Apothecaries 
as ſhall exattupon them. | | 

3. Becauſe the Apothecaries cannot then claſh amongſt them- 
felves, nor be cenſurea by the Patients, upon. the account that one 
fells his Medicines dearer, and another cheaper ; nor on the other 
hand can they agree together to raiſe their Medicines above the pur- 
chace of ordinary Poor Perſons, which they may otherwiſe inſenlibly 
do, and fo make this publick Charity ineffectual by degrees. 

4. Weconceive this to be the beſt, if not the only way for the Apo- 
thecaries to demonſtrate to this City, That they are in earneſt ( as 
no queſtion divers good men among them are ) when they offer fo free- 
ly to concur in this publick Charity. For whilſt they are left to 
their own Prices, it cannot be certain and clear, whether they 
are Charitable therein or no; but when the moderateneſs of their 
Rates is once fixed and certainly known to be ſo, their Charity will 
then be beyond ſuſpicion and contradiction.. 


In the mean time we are much miſrepreſented, if we be thought 
deſirous arbitrarily to fix the Prices of the Medicines : We are very 
willing 
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willing the Apothecaries ſhould do it themſelves : Only we think it 
highly neceſſary, both for their Credit, and the Service, as well as 
ſatisfaCtion of the City, That a Committee of the College ( whom 
the like ſervice done the Pubhck both in the Armies an4 Navies de- 
monſtrate to be competent Judges in this matter ) ſhould agree to, 
and approve of thoſe Rates as moderate and charitable. 

W herefore we cannot but here expreſs our ſelves doubtful of 
the Apothecaries Sincerity in this matter, not only becauſe when 
this Propoſal was Seven Years ago offered to this City, they then 
made not the leaſt ſtep to comply therewith : but alſo becauſe at 
this time when ſeveral charitably diſpoſed Members of their Body 
offered to concurr with the College of Phyſicians in this good work, 
they did publickly in their Common Hall, threaten and intimidate 
them, pretending that any compliance herein wirh the Phyſicians in 
agreeing to the Rates of Medicines, would be againſt their Oaths. 
W hereas . indeed it is fo far from Heing ſo, that divers eminent 
perſons amongſt them,, have for their profit in making Medicines 
for the Armies and Navies, ſeveral times, freely and without ſcruple 
conſented thereto. And we doubt not but if this City will fo far 
influence the Apothecaries as to take off the terror they are now 
under, that there will appear a ſuſficient number of charitable per- 
fons amongſt them, very ready to ſerve in this Charity, 

As to the Offer they make in preſcribing Medicines to the Poor inthe 
abſence of a Phyſician gratis, if it may be approved bv an Order of this 
Court:We are ſorry to meet with ſo clear a proof of their great Ambi- 
tion to meddle with what belongs not to them,to-ſet themſelves up for 
Phyſicians, and run themſelves into prattice upon pretence of Cha- 
rity to the Poor; for otherwiſe in the abſence of one Phyſician, 
there is noneed of running to an Apothecary, fince another jn that 
caſe may be called : nor can we imagine why they ſhould be will- 
ing to give their Medicines gratis, whilſt they practiſe themſelves, 
and not ſo after a Phyſician js called in, if they did not intend prac- 
tice thereby, and to hinder a Phyſicians being ſent for : this ſeems to 
be ſomething elſe than meer Charity. And for any Ordcr of this 
Court to authoriſe them to praCtiſe upon the Poor, we conceive it 
wholly inproper : for in Caſes of great and urgzc:t neceſlity, not 
only any Apothecary, but any pe1ſon that thinks he can do his poor 
6ck Neighbour good, may do it ſafely without any ſuch Order ; 

| and 


———— 
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and for giving Licence to practiſe in other Caſes, the Laws of the 
Land have ſetled that wholly in the College of Phyſicians. And 
therefore we deſire that all Certificates for the Poor, be immediately 
directed and ſent to the Phyſicians from the Officers of the Parithes, 
ſo that if any Fhyſician ſhall find that an Apothecary without urgent 
neceſſity ( as that Phyſician conceives, ) has preſcribed to the Poor 
Patient, he thall not be obliged to take care of that Patient. 

Therefore upon the whole we humbly offer this as our opinion 
to this worſhipful Committee, That the only way to make this 
publick Charity effeftual is, That the Miniſter, Church-wardens 
and Overſeers of the Poor, do recommend all charitable Objects 
immediately to the Phyſicians z That the Common Council do 
reſpeCtively chuſe fitting perſons in each Pariſh to be the known 
Apothecaries for the Poor ; And that moderate and charitable Rates 
be fixed upon all Simples and compounded Medicines of the Zondor 
Diſpenſatory by the Apothecarks ( if they like it beſt ) to be agreed 
to, and approved by a Committee of the Phyſicians, and known 
only to the Phyſicians, and themſelves, and that only for the 
Publick benefit of the Poor of the City. 

Laſtly, we judge this propoſal of fixing a certain Rate upon the 
Diſpenſatory-Medicines both ſo reaſonable, and fo abſolutely ne- 
ceflary for the attaining the end deſigned in this publick Charity, 
that if the Apothecaries do refuſe to agree thereto, rather than it 
ſhould fail, we make no queſtion but that the College of Phyſicians 
will undertake it themſelves, and Print the Rate of their Medicines 
for the ſatisfaftion of the Publick. | 

Theſe two foregoing Papers were reſpectively delivered to the 
Committee of the City during the Treaty between them and the 


College in the year 1695. 


And now we deſire leave from the foregoing Hiſtory and Papers 
to make theſe following Obſervations. 


I. That this great Charity was long ago ſet on foot, before any 
differences were ariſen cither amongſt our Selves or with the Apo- 


thecaries as to theſe matters ; and therefore is neither a raſh nor 
haſty 
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haſty undertaking, nor entred upon with any intention to injure 
any body, or with any other ſiniſter deſign, but out of meer Charity. 

2. That it was at firſt #nanimouſly undertaken, and the fame rea- 
ſons for it ſtill continuing that at firſt moved us to it, thoſe that 
now oppoſe it amongſt our ſelves muſt neceflarily do ſo for their 

ivate advantage, and the benefit of ſuch as they are pleaſed to 

VOur. 

3. That all that wasat firſt and for a great while after thought of 
in this - Undertaking, was only to do our parts to the Sick Poor 
in preſcribing to them gratis, not doubting then but the Apotheca- 
ries would do theirs, in concurring with us to afford them their 
Medicines at low and moderate Rates. 

That to incourage them to dg ſo, the Committee not only 
confented that the Maſter and Wardens themſelves ſhould price the 
Medicines (with the approbation of the Co but that ſuch prices. 
ſhould be kept private, leſt (as we ſuppoſed they chiefly fear'd ) the 
rich comin hereby to underſtand at what Rates their Medicines 
might be afforded, thould ſee clearly into their unreaſonable Gains, 
and ſobring down the exceſſive Rates of their Bills. 

5. That the reaſons which have induced the College to undertake 
the making up of Medicines for the Sick Poor, themſelves, are - 
as well their willingneſs to comply with the propoſal hereof made 
by the City-Committee, as the neceſſity put upon them. by the 
Apothecaries, who (as appears in the foregoing Hiſtory ) would 
not conſent to any reaſonable and ſatisfattory way of their own 
doing it. Beſides that in their Anſwers to the City they did not 
take notice of any, but the meer Alms-Pooy ; whereas one main 
deſign of the c__ was to provide for Poor Houſekeepers, and 
their Families that did not receive Alms. 

6. And therefore if the Apothecaries come to- any prejudice 
thereby at preſent, or in times to- come, they muſt” wholly blame 
themſelves for it, and not the College, who were very far from 
intending them any harm by their Charity to. others : But it is not 
reaſonable that a work ſo highly commendable in it ſelf, and fo be- 
neficial to the Poor Sick of this City and Suburbs, ſhould miſcarry, 
only to gratifie their bumour and. private intereſt. 


7,. However © 
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7. However we hope this Undertaking will do the honeſt: cha-' 
ritable Apothecaries no real injury, fince we intend: not to retail. 
ſingle Me1icines, but to write preſcriptions for the Sick Poor, :to 
which every Phyſician ſo preſcribing ſhall underwrite the price of 
the Medicine ,and the Patient to be at liberty to go either to any: 
honeſt Apothecary that will faithfully make it up at that Rate, 
or to the College Repoſitory,where it will be ſo afforded. And certain- 
ly it willbe no ſmall comfort to a' Poor Fatient to know preſently 
what his Phyſick will coſt him, and thereby to be freed from the 
dreadful apprehenſions of a chargeable and coſtly Bill, to be brought 
him afterwards by the Apothecary. 

8. Upon the whole, As the Subſcribers being conſcious to them- 
ſelves of their Sincerity and oneguity in this Undertaking, reſt 
aſſured of the favour and applauſe of all good men : fo if any, of, 
their Enemies ſhall-be ſo void not only of Charity, but even of 
all Modeſty, as to continue their: oppoſition againſt it, they are con- 
fident that a deſign ſo apparently. beneficial to the Publick :good, 
will not want the Encouragement and Proteftion -of thoſe in - 
whoſe Power it is tp give it. | me oitg 
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